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What is the Difference

Between:ElYand

Archive?

In data management, the terms ‘backup’ and ‘archive’ are often
used interchangeably. However, they serve distinct purposes
and are essential in different contexts. Understanding the
difference between backups and archives can significantly
impact how you manage your data, ensuring both its safety and
accessibility. Let's explore what each of these terms means and
how they differ.
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What is a

In data management, the terms ‘backup’ and ‘archive’ are often
used interchangeably. However, they serve distinct purposes
and are essential in different contexts. Understanding the
difference between backups and archives can significantly
impact how you manage your data, ensuring both its safety and
accessibility. Let's explore what each of these terms means and
how they differ.

Key Characteristics of Backups:

* Frequency: Backups are performed regularly, often daily or
even hourly, depending on the criticality of the data.

* Retention: Backup data is usually retained for a short period,
such as a few weeks or months, before being overwritten by
newer backups.

* Purpose: The main purpose of a backup is to provide a recent
copy of your data that can be restored quickly in the event of
data loss.

* Redundancy: Backups are stored in multiple locations (often
offsite or in the cloud) to protect against disasters that could
affect the primary data storage.

What is an

An archive, on the other hand, is a collection of data that is

no longer actively used but is stored for long-term retention.
Archives are typically used for data that needs to be preserved
for historical reference, regulatory compliance, or legal reasons.
Unlike backups, archives are not intended for rapid recovery but
for long-term storage and retrieval.

Key Characteristics of Archives:

* Frequency: Archiving is done less frequently than backups,
often as a one-time event or at significant intervals (e.g.
annually or after project completion).

* Retention: Archived data is retained indefinitely or for a set
period, depending on legal or regulatory requirements.

* Purpose: The primary purpose of an archive is to preserve
data that is no longer actively needed but must be kept for
reference or compliance.

* Accessibility: Archives are usually stored in a manner that
allows for long-term preservation, which may include special
formats or media designed for longevity.
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CES (RS IR A Side-by-Side Comparison

BACKUP ASPECT ARCHIVE
Data recovery after loss Purpose Long-term storage of inactive data
Reqgular (daily, hourly, etc.) Frequency Infrequent (yearly, at project completion)
Short-term (weeks or months) Retention Period Long-term (years or indefinitely)
Designed for quick recovery Accessibility Designed for long-term retrieval
Current, active data Data State Historical, inactive data
High redundancy, possibly offsite/cloud-based Storage Requirements Optimised for long-term storage, often offline
When to Use [:Eld [ RRVA AN (o g T[S
Use Backups When: You need to protect against data loss, Use Archives When: You need to retain data for historical
especially for critical business operations. Backups are reference, legal compliance, or regulatory requirements.
essential for disaster recovery and should be part of your daily Archives are ideal for data that doesn’t need to be accessed
operations. frequently but must be preserved.
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Why Knowing the
Difference Matters

Confusing backups with archives can lead to several issues.
Relying on backups for long-term storage can result in the loss
of older data, as backups are often overwritten. Conversely,
using archives as backups can leave you without a quick
recovery option in the event of data loss. Properly distinguishing
between the two ensures that your data is secure and accessible
when you need it.
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Choosing the right data protection strategy can be complex,
especially when differentiating between backup needs and
archival requirements. If you find this challenging, consider
our Backup as a Service (BaaS) offering. At CiContinuity,

we ensure a highly secure and resilient backup of your IT
environment, featuring rapid recovery capabilities. Our service
is fully managed and continuously monitored, hosting your
most critical applications and data within a Tier 3 data centre.
Designed to be completely customisable, our solutions are
scalable to evolve with your business, providing precisely what
you need when you need it.

Key Characteristics of Archives:

1.

Cost-Effective: Our subscription-based model with CiCloud
allows you to avoid substantial initial investments while
providing a predictable budgeting framework.

Scalable Storage: You can adjust your storage capabilities as
your business data needs change, ideal for both growth and
fluctuating demands.

Robust Security: You can benefit from top-tier security
measures, including encryption and secure data transfer
protocols managed by our in-house experts.

Automated Backups: Our automated backup solutions
minimise human error and free up your IT staff for strategic
initiatives.

Disaster Recovery: Our service helps you recover from data
loss events like cyber-attacks or hardware failures, minimising
downtime and protecting against business disruptions.

Regulatory Compliance: You can stay compliant with
industry regulations with backups that meet legal and privacy
standards.

Offsite Storage: We ensure your data is securely stored
offsite, shielded from physical disasters, which guarantees
that your information remains protected and readily
accessible, regardless of any issues at your main facility.
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Summary

In summary, backups and archives serve different but equally important roles in data management. Backups are about recovery,
providing a safety net against data loss, while archives are about preservation, ensuring that data is available for the long haul.
By understanding and implementing both strategies effectively, you can protect your data today and preserve it for the future.

With CiContinuity, your data protection strategy is not just supported - it's enhanced and tailored to meet your business's specific
demands. Whether you need robust availability for critical data or cost-effective solutions for long-term archives, our expert team
is here to manage it all for you.

Partner with CiContinuity Contact Us Today
Choose CiContinuity as your partner for success. With CiCloud Discover how CiContinuity and CiCloud Backup and Recovery
Backup and Recovery, your data is protected by the industry’s can transform your approach to data protection and business
best. Contact us today to learn how we can transform your data continuity. Reach out to us today to learn more and schedule a
protection strategy. consultation.

CiContinuity

@ advice@cicontinuity.co.uk @ 01256 378 000 @ cicontinuity.co.uk @ cicontinuity

Elevate your data protection strategy with CiContinuity
- because your organisation deserves nothing less than the best.



